
 

History 411: Digital History 

University of Montevallo 

Dr. John R. Bawden 

Spring 2015 

 

Meets: M 5-730 UM on Main 

Contact: jbawden@montevallo.edu (205) 665-6179 

Office Hours: MW 930-12, 1-4, 309 (or by appointment) 

Course Credit: 3 hours 

Pre-requisites: History 101 & 102 

 

Course Overview 

Digital history involves the use of digital tools and media for historical research, analysis, and presentation. 

Today, the sheer volume of information available online has created new possibilities and challenges. Rare 

manuscripts, once inaccessible, are available to anyone with an internet connection. Google’s vast library of 

digitized books is searchable by word, phase, topic, and within specified time periods. Historians now engage in 

large-scale collaborative projects and build data rich interactive maps. These trends raise questions about the 

impact of computers and online technology for the historical profession even if the new media does not imply a 

departure from the discipline’s traditional activities such as charting change and continuity, interpreting events, 

or identifying watershed moments in historical time. In this course students will conduct research and contribute 

to a number of online history projects. 

 

Course Objectives 

1. Introduce students to the history of digital technology and its impact on historical practice. 

2. Introduce students to web technologies and digital tools. 

3. Familiarize students with the theoretical challenges posed by new media for reading, writing, and 

conceptualizing history. 

4. Create and contribute to digital history projects. 

 

Principal Text (available online at http://chnm.gmu.edu/digitalhistory/ ) 

Daniel J. Cohen and Roy Rosenzweig, Digital History: a guide to gathering, preserving, and presenting the 

past on the web (Univ. of Penn Press, 2006).  

 

E-Reserves (available on canvas) 

Anne Kelly Knowles, “GIS and History” in Anne Kelly Knowles, and Amy Hillier, Placing History: How 

Maps, Spatial Data, and GIS Are Changing Historical Scholarship ERSI Press, 2002. 

 
Course Requirements 

Participation: 15%  

Blog posts: 30% 

Digital history projects: 60% 

 
A: 100-90% B: 89-80% C: 79-70% D: 69-60% F: 59-0% 

 

Course Withdrawal Deadline 
 The last day for students to withdraw from a course and receive a grade of “W” is Thursday, Mar 12. 

 

Graduate Level 

Students taking History 511 course should speak with me about an additional assignment that will be assessed 

along with all other requirements that appear in the syllabus.  

 



Blog posts 

Every student must and send me a link to a personal blog. If you have not blogged before go to 

http://wordpress.com/ or https://www.blogger.com/ to set one up. On seven occasions you will post a short 

reflection (2-3 paragraphs) about the week’s assigned materials. Each post must include of two parts: 

 

1) What did you learn from the assigned chapter or article? Do not summarize ideas from the reading; take up 

larger issues. What the implications of digital tools and methods for historical practice, interpretation, and 

public engagement with history? For instance, do you see downsides to the changes taking place?  

 

2) Describe and comment on one historical website referenced in Digital History by Cohen and Rosenzweig or 

one that I have asked you to visit. What is unique, important, or interesting about the website? Do you see any 

shortcomings or issues with authenticity? What do you make of the website’s aesthetics?  

 

All blog posts are due before the beginning of class. At the end of the course, you will receive one grade for all 

seven.  

 

Participation 

I will take attendance and keep track of who participates. Your participation grade is a composite of your 

attendance and the quality of your participation on those days.  

 

Digital History Projects  

1) Craft a historical narrative using social media and other online sources. Due Feb 2 (5 percent of grade). 

2) Create or improve a Wikipedia entry on some historical topic. Due Feb 16 (10 percent of grade).  

3) Create an interactive map using Google Tour or Timeline JS. Due Mar 23 (20 percent of grade). 

4) Contribute to the class Omeka archive on the history of Montevallo. Due April 27 (20 percent of grade). 

 

University of Montevallo Forum 

ForUM e-mail is an official means of communication among students, faculty, and administrators at the 

University of Montevallo – and may be THE official means of communication between you and your 

instructors. You may receive a variety of very important ForUM e-mail messages from various offices on 

campus for which some timely response will be required. The official email system for students is identified by 

userid@forum.montevallo.edu and can be accessed via the For UM link on the university home page, 

www.montevallo.edu.  

 

Disability Policy 
The University of Montevallo provides equal opportunity to qualified students. If you have a disability 

(medical, physical, learning, psychological, etc.) and wish to request disability-related accommodations to 

complete course requirements, contact Disability Support Services (located in Main Hall, rear entrance; 665-

6250). Course requirements cannot be waived, but reasonable accommodations may be provided based on 

disability documentation and course objectives. Accommodations cannot be made retroactively. 

 

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty 
To claim as one’s own the ideas or words of another is plagiarism. Consult with me if you are unsure about how 

to cite sources. An assignment on which plagiarism or cheating has occurred will receive no credit, i.e. a “zero,” 

and an Academic Dishonesty Incident Form concerning the incident will be kept on file in the Office of the 

Vice President for Student Affairs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://wordpress.org/
http://wordpress.org/
https://www.blogger.com/
https://outlookweb.montevallo.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=3a4fad6efc234d1ab5dc5d3b9ebaa653&URL=mailto%3auserid%40forum.montevallo.edu
https://outlookweb.montevallo.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=3a4fad6efc234d1ab5dc5d3b9ebaa653&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.montevallo.edu


Course Schedule 

 

WEEK 1 - Jan 12 

Introductions 

What is digital history? 

Read: Introduction, Cohen and Rosenzweig, 1-17 

Visit: http://goo.gl/uheHNI 

Visit: http://goo.gl/BqgPDT 

Students to set up their own blog  

 

WEEK 2 - Jan 19 

HOLIDAY – NO CLASS 

 

WEEK 3 – Jan 26 

Survey of digital tools 

The history of digital history 

Read: Chapter 1, Cohen and Rosenzweig, 18-50 

Visit: http://chnm.gmu.edu/research-and-tools/ 

Blog post #1  

 

WEEK 4 – Feb 2 

Technical skills needed for basic and advanced practice 

Read: Chapter 2, Cohen and Rosenzweig, 51-79 

Digital project #1 due 

Blog post #2 
 

WEEK 5 Feb 9 

Open source history, interactive possibilities 

Deconstructing Wikipedia 

Read: Roy Rosenzweig, “Can History Be Open Source? Wikipedia and the Future of the Past” 

http://chnm.gmu.edu/essays-on-history-new-media/essays/?essayid=42 

Blog post #3 

  

WEEK 6 – Feb 16 

Digitizing Materials 

Read: Chapter 3, Cohen and Rosenzweig, 80-107 

Digital project #2 due 

 

WEEK 7 – Feb 23 

Architecture and aesthetics of digital history  

Evaluating history websites 

Read: Chapter 4, Cohen and Rosenzweig, 108-140 

Visit: http://carmichaeldigitalprojects.org/archivingmontevallo/ 

Blog post #4 

 

WEEK 8 – Mar 2 

Collecting history online 

Read: Chapter 6, Cohen and Rosenzweig, 160-187 

Visit: http://omeka.org/codex/View_Sites_Powered_by_Omeka 

Students to indicate what sources they will use for digital project #2 

Blog post #5 

 

http://goo.gl/uheHNI
http://goo.gl/BqgPDT
http://chnm.gmu.edu/research-and-tools/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/essays-on-history-new-media/essays/?essayid=42
http://carmichaeldigitalprojects.org/archivingmontevallo/
http://omeka.org/codex/View_Sites_Powered_by_Omeka


WEEK 9 – Mar 9 

Who owns the past? 

Intellectual property  

Read: Chapter 7, Cohen and Rosenzweig, 188-219 

Read: http://goo.gl/mLkYRW 

Read: http://chronicle.com/article/Pushing-Back-Against-Legal/127690/ 

Blog post #6 

 

WEEK 10 – Mar 16 

Introduction to historical GIS (geographic information systems) 

New ways of mapping the past and present 

Read: Anne Kelly Knowles, “GIS and History” (available on canvas) 

Read: http://m.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2014/02/the-power-of-mapping/283901/ 

Visit: http://www.gisforhistory.org/ 

Blog post #7 

 

Week 11 – Mar 23 

Digital project #3 due 

Students present timelines 

 

SPRING BREAK 

 

WEEK 12 – Apr 6 

Students present timelines 

Finding an audience and marketing the product 

Read: Chapter 5, Cohen and Rosenzweig, 141-159 

Visit: http://hnn.us/ 

 

WEEK 13 – Apr 13 

Students present timelines 

 “Archiving Montevallo” groups to meet 

Preserving digital history and sources born digital 

Read: Chapter 8, Cohen and Rosenzweig, 220-246 

Blog post #8 

 

WEEK 14 – Apr 20 

Meet in Carmichael library 

Imagining the future of digital history 

Read: http://www.journalofamericanhistory.org/issues/952/interchange/ 

 

WEEK 15 – Apr 27 

Digital project #4 due 

Present digital history projects 

Read: Cohen and Rosenzweig, 247-248 

 

NO FINAL EXAM 

 

http://goo.gl/mLkYRW
http://chronicle.com/article/Pushing-Back-Against-Legal/127690/
http://m.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2014/02/the-power-of-mapping/283901/
http://www.gisforhistory.org/
http://hnn.us/
http://www.journalofamericanhistory.org/issues/952/interchange/

