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Who can go to Cuba? 

The Obama administration liberalized travel to Cuba in 

2009 and 2011.  

 

Since 2009 many Americans qualify for a general license 

to visit Cuba: missionaries, people with family on the 

island, professionals, and students. 

 

Since 2011 most Americans are allowed to visit Cuba 

through a sponsoring institution with a specific 

license that facilitates people-to-people interaction. 

The travel must be educational or ‘purposeful’. 

 

The students, faculty, and staff of any accredited 

American university may travel to Cuba for 

academic reasons so long as the students earn credit 

for the trip that counts towards their graduation. 

University of Montevallo President John Stewart 

 



US travel to Cuba remains highly restricted though 

There is no regular commercial airline 

traffic between Cuba and the United States. 

Only sanctioned charter flights. 

 

American citizens have no access to their 

banks in Cuba. 

 

Americans may not spend more than 183 

dollars a day in Cuba or bring back 

commercial goods excluding books and 

music for personal use. ‘You can’t blockade freedom.” 



Our Group 
7 students 

2 UM employees 

Duration 
10 days in Cuba 

8 days in Havana 

2 days in Matanzas (Bay of Pigs) 

 

Academic Themes 
Hemmingway’s Cuba 

The Cuban Revolution 



Our guide Osmín and our driver Lázaro, 

both employees of the state. 

Air conditioned bus 



Hotel Presidente 



Avenida Los Presidentes, opposite side 

of the hotel 



Arriving in Cuba, first sights 

Malecón 



“Before threats and aggression Cuba responds: 

More Revolution”  

Revolutionary slogans 

“Revolution is: never lying or 

violating ethical principles” 



“Dignity is not for sale!” 

…its has been said by the 

commander (Fidel) that the 

five WILL RETURN 

Example of COURAGE 



A distinctive, seductive city 

 

  



Plaza de la Catedral, Old Havana 



Old Havana 



Views from the Bacardi Building 



Watercolor, 1639 

Havana’s Harbor 

 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Havana_1639b.jpg


Spanish fortifications at the 

mouth of Havana’s harbor 



Locomotion in Havana 



Yankee Tanks 





School children: an omnipresent sight in Havana 



Residential Cuba 



“Working together makes us free” 

Dominos is a popular neighborhood game 



Family oriented neighborhoods 



A remarkable mélange 

of architectural styles 



Hemmingways’ Cuba 

Finca 





Cojimar 



Hemmingway’s haunts in Havana 

Calle Obispo, Hotel 

Ambos Mundos 
Bodeguito del Medio 



Floridita   



The Cuban Revolution 

   

US Interests Section 

“Fatherland or Death  

 We will overcome” 

Russian Embassy 



Revolution Square 



National Museum of the Literacy Campaign 

“We only have 124 days left to 

eradicate illiteracy” 



1961 Literacy Campaign, a revolutionary success 

and political coup for Fidel 



En route to the Bay of Pigs 



Soviet era boarding houses in the countryside 





The Bay of Pigs 

“Girón, first defeat of Yankee 

imperialism in Latin America” 

“Here a decisive battle was fought 

for the victory [over imperialism]”  



Bay of Pigs Museum 



At the Bay of Pigs 

Where the fiasco occurred in April 1961 

Playa Larga, Bay of Pigs 



The Ecumenical 

Seminary of Matanzas 



Matanzas countryside 



The revolution in 2012 

“We have and we will have socialism” 



Cuba’s Dual economy 



Private businesses 

High barriers to entry, but some 

entrepreneurs succeed regardless 



Buying and selling in Cuba 

Swapping cars 

swapping homes 



Biesból! 



Cuba’s Future 



Questions 



Revolutionary Cuba, Hemmingway’s Cuba 


